Dear  Parents,

If you have a child 7 years of age or older, who has not yet been baptized, I can help with the preparation and reception of Baptism, as well as Confirmation and Eucharist, the two other Sacraments of Initiation. If your child is already baptized, 3rd grade or older, and has not been prepared for first Holy Communion, I will also be able to help with their preparation. Please make arrangements to speak in person with me at anytime. 

At St. Mark’s, we have a two-year process for preparing your child (or teen) for membership and life in the Church. Your child would faithfully attend weekly religious education classes at the Parish with their peers, starting in the fall (or attend St. Mark’s Catholic School.) He or she would learn prayers and have prayer and scripture experiences, attend various Church services including Mass, and receive a general overview of the faith with special emphasis on the Sacraments for which they are being prepared. Your child would also attend monthly classes and participate in certain ceremonies (rites of the Church) on designated Sundays throughout the year with at least one parent. The whole family is encouraged to participate in the Church’s process for the sacramental initiation of older children and adults, known as the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (or RCIA). In our parish, RCIA is adapted for children of varying ages and is referred to as “RCIA Family.”  Hopefully your child (or teen) will be ready to receive the Sacraments of Initiation on Holy Saturday night at the Easter Vigil along with the adults in the Parish RCIA program.  He or she will be also prepared for the Sacrament of Reconciliation, also called “confession,” which should be received in advance of the Easter Vigil sacraments, if he or she is already baptized and being raised as a Catholic. If your child is unbaptized, he or she should receive Reconciliation within a few months of the Easter Vigil baptism.  

The RCIC process consists of a series of Rites (ceremonies) and classes, all of which are mandatory unless prevented by serious illness.  (Please see current calendar for the dates of these Rites and classes.)  To be admitted into the RCIA Family Process for sacramental preparation, the family should be registered with the parish, and the child should be enrolled to attend Faith Formation classes.  We expect parental involvement … parents are the most important teachers in handing on the faith to their children. There will be a workbook to complete and prayer times at home with your family in preparation for the sacraments.
I am looking forward to sharing this wonderful and inspiring RCIA family experience with your child and you, along with our wonderful parish ministry team. God bless you!

Sincerely,   In Christ,    
Wendy Sleisher, 375-6651 (office) 
wsleisher@stmarksboise.org 

